Radically Transformed
Good morning Seekers! Last week we dove deeply into the illusionary world of “religion”; and looked at the theological reasons why religion, of any variety, will get you a one-way ticket to the pits of Hell.  We determined that Jesus Christ…with total acceptance of, and heart-felt belief in Him, was the ONLY acceptable method of entrance into Heaven.

This morning we are going to take this message one step further, and dive even more deeply into the minimum necessary requirements for any human being to acquire eternal life, and a place in Heaven.  As you remember, Jesus was very emphatic, and quite clear, that there would only be a “few” that will be granted that amazing privilege.

Let’s begin, revisiting His words, and warnings, right where we left off last week…

Matthew 7

13“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.


Let’s take just a few minutes, before moving on, to see if we can understand the full implication, and seriousness, in the Greek text, of what Jesus was warning here…

Verse 13: Narrow {stenos} sten-os’… strait (Websters: our English word, strait, comes from the Latin word strictus, meaning “to bind or draw tight”; a bad or difficult situation; used in mariners vocabulary to describe a particularly tricky, narrow passageway between two bodies of water, which is very hard to navigate, and many times very dangerous.
Verse 14: Small {stene} sten-ay’… narrow; figuratively, the closely-defined path God ordains to travel on, to gain His approval.  Now, in this verse, the word narrow is used again, but with a different Greek word this time; Narrow {thlibo} thlee’-bo… I make narrow; I persecute; I press hard upon; properly, rub together, or constrict by pressing together; figuratively…oppressively afflict with distress; i.e.- like when circumstances “rub us the wrong way” that make us feel confined; restricted to a narrow place.
Jesus is telling us in the strongest terms, that in order to walk this particular road of true salvation, which leads to eternal life, it is going to be extremely hard, and you can expect to be constricted greatly.  He goes on to warn this…

Only a FEW find it… {oligos} ol-ee’-gos… slight, little, small.  I think He means just what He says…the number is going to be extremely small who actually make it; and it will come with considerable struggle.
That is what I want to address this morning, in the most intrusive manner into your life, that I can possibly muster.  The big question for each of us here this morning is this… 

[Q] Do I truly possess what it takes to enter Heaven, and have I, personally, fulfilled the minimum necessary requirements to become one of these “FEW”? (Here is the dangerous mistake that way too many religious, but not truly saved, people make…)
Paul is trying to reason with the very carnal Corinthian church…

2 Corinthians 10

12We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 13We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine our boasting to the sphere of service God himself has assigned to us, a sphere that also includes you. 14We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come to you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. 15Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our sphere of activity among you will greatly expand, 16so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in someone else’s territory. 17But, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”b 18For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.
Let me paraphrase what Paul is saying here…”Folks, quit comparing yourselves to one another, and compare yourself to Jesus Christ…to compare yourselves, one to another, is not the right measure of Holiness, and also very unwise”.
This would be like two people who are discussing getting to the other side of a very deep, one mile deep, rocky gulch, which measures 50 feet across.  The one man says “I have trained hard, and measured my running jump, and can now jump 38 feet.  

The other one says…”Well I’ve got you down.  I have trained harder than you, and I can jump 42 feet”.  Well, guess what… [Q] They are wasting their time, and breath, aren’t they?  Eight feet short of the other side will bring them certain death; regardless of who can out-jump the other.
We have a tendency to try to justify our position with God, and appease our guilty consciences, by comparing ourselves to a friend, or loved one, who is less-religious than we are.  Well he/she only goes to church on Christmas, and Easter.  I went to church 10 times last year; or, that person smokes, and I don’t; or I give $5.00 every time I go to church…that person never gives a penny…SO, I’m better than him…I’m better than her.
This too, is useless talk, and reasoning.  These aren’t the measures necessary to become one of those “FEW” that Jesus warned you must be, to get into Heaven, and miss Hell.  So,
[Q] What are those measures necessary? (Jesus told us…)
Mark 8

34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For whoever wants to save their lifeb will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
This is a concept that many, who profess to be Christians, have never really understood, or fully grasped. [Q] Do you remember where we started this morning, in Matthew 7? Jesus warned that the way of life for TRUE believers, will be extremely hard, and the pathway will be restrictively narrow?
Listen to this… Verse 35: whoever LOSES their life for Me and the Gospel, will save it…

LOSES {apollumi} ap-ol’-loo-mee… I destroy; I kill; permanent destruction; I am perishing (with the resultant death being viewed as certain)  We must be willing to destroy our old lives, with no hope of saving even the least portions of it)

We must lay every portion of our lives at the Cross of Calvary, and walk away, with no hopes of saving any of it; other than those parts that Jesus may allow us to keep.

Here is where I want to go with this morning’s message.  Last week we looked very deeply into the illusion of man-made religion, which meets a standard they have established for themselves, and which is far short of God’s standard, for true salvation. 

[Q] Do you remember what the Apostle Paul said? (These false teachers have created tens of thousands of religious plans, which incorporate a Different Jesus, a Different Gospel, and a Different Spirit…none of which are acceptable to God)

My fear is that, even in our Gospel-preaching churches who do teach Salvation by Grace through Faith; and all of the right things which will lead a person down the narrow road to Faith in Christ; we have severely watered-down the message that Christ just gave us in Mark 8…that message being…Only by LOSING your own personal life, will you gain eternal life.
In essence… [Q] What does this mean?  [Q] Does this mean that by just sitting in your seat at an altar call, or walking down an aisle, and bowing your head, and repeating the famous Sinner’s Prayer with your pastor, makes you saved? (Not in a million years)

Words are CHEAP!!!  Unfortunately, this has become the standard in many of our churches.  After this prayer, then the Pastor joyfully, and boldly, states that all who did so, now have their names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and they will be enjoying Heaven for eternity.  I do not believe that any Pastor, or Evangelist, or Sunday School teacher, or religious leader, has the authority, or should EVER make such a statement.  

[Q] Why? (Because ONLY Jesus knows who is 100% sincere, and who isn’t; and it is foolishness, and very dangerous, and totally misleading, for any Pastor to give a person, who has no more desire to give up their current life, than the man in the moon, a false hope of Heaven, and salvation; when they have not truly repented, and surrendered)

The life-changing gravity, and seriousness, of this personal decision to follow Christ, at all costs, MUST be explained fully, prior to this person ever considering making this promise to God; through Christ.  CHEAP GRACE has filled the pews of even our best churches.  Our pews are full of unsaved people, who have been convinced they are.
In reality, the greatest majority of those who have chosen to repeat the Sinner’s Prayer, have only truly wanted the “magic formula” to Heaven, and at best, have only decided to make Christianity, an “accessory” to their current lifestyle.  It is only one of the many things they do in their life; and has no real priority, beyond that of attending services now and then, when it fits into their lifestyle comfortably.

Following Christ, at all costs, as Jesus has warned us MUST happen, is hardly ever comfortable, and is quite intrusive into a normal, daily life-style.  It is embarrassing at times; especially if you are worried about what others think of you; and can be quite costly, both financially, and relationally.  If you live it, as required in Scripture, your old friends will almost always, no longer remain your friends.
No longer can your personal priorities take precedent over being faithful to God’s Worship services, or callings, or God-given ministries.  Let me ask you a question…

[Q] If you had just met a person that you really felt you wanted to spend the rest of your life with, and it seemed apparent that they felt the same, do you think that if you did not show up for 2 out of 3 scheduled dates, but had multiple “good” excuses why…that they would want to continue that relationship? (Absolutely not)
[Q] Husbands…Do you think that if you were married, and you came home to tell your wife that you had met a lady at the office who you really enjoy being with, and had a lot of things in common; and that this particular vacation that you, and your wife have had planned for a few months, was one that you would appreciate the chance to spend with your new lady friend from work, instead of her…that you would even last the evening?
[Q] Why would we think it would be any different with Jesus?

Deuteronomy 6

4Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.a 5Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

10When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 11houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, 12be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

13Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 14Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15for the Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face of the land. 16Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah. 17Be sure to keep the commands of the Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees he has given you. 18Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in and take over the good land the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors, 19thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the Lord said.
Verse 16: We are not to put the Lord God to the test; but I can tell you that He sometimes is putting us to the test, and we had better pass the test, if we want His blessings, and more importantly, His salvation.

Let’s look at a famous Bible story concerning being put to the test by God. Most of us in here know this story…  God had miraculously made Sarah pregnant, at a very old age, and she had a son named Isaac.  Sarah and Abraham deeply loved this miracle boy…
Genesis 22

1Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.

2Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”
We all know what happens…even though it is killing Abraham to do so, he prepares all he needs, and takes the boy up the mountain to sacrifice him.  [Q] What happens next?
9When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.

12“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

[Q] What things are more important to you than obeying God’s Word, and doing all of the things that you and I, in the New Testament era, have been commanded to do faithfully? (Your leisure activities, your family, your sports, your money, your career,etc.)

We are being tested every day.  [Q] Are you passing the tests?  [Q] Are you preparing your children to pass the tests?  [Q[ Are you making the sacrifices that God is trusting you to make?

The title of the message this morning is “Radically Transformed”.  This is the reason that the greatest majority of religious people sitting in church pews will not go to Heaven.  They have not been “radically transformed by God’s Holy Spirit”.  They have only gone through the motions of religion, or salvation, with obviously, no true transformation.

2 Corinthians 5

11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:a The old has gone, the new is here! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sinb for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

There are two main points that I want us to see in this set of Scripture.

Verse 15: We can no longer live for ourselves, but for Christ.  It is not acceptable, and if we do choose to live for ourselves, we cannot live for Him; and are not showing the marks of true salvation.  We CANNOT do this thing called Christianity, part way, or on our own terms.  It is His terms, or not at all.

Verse 17: When you make this step “over the line”, fully and completely, a miraculous transformation takes place in your life.  It is unexplainable, other than to say, only God’s Holy Spirit, can totally change what you think, how you feel, what you love, and the priorities in your life.

When I got saved, way back in 1978, I immediately began to “Hate the things I used to love, and love the things I used to hate”.  ONLY GOD could do that.  I could never have mustered up enough will-power to continually have followed Him for almost 39 years, with never one day of turning back.  It was a miracle, and still is to this day!
I meant what I promised to Jesus, and have never changed my mind.  What He did for me, in comparison to the small fleshly sacrifices that I have made for Him, pale in comparison.  He was the One that sacrificed all.  He is only asking us to do what He did Himself.
Let me show you what is missing in most “Sinner’s Prayer” confessions today…

Isaiah 6

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.

5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”

6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”

8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

Verse 5:  This is what is missing today in our modern “Sinner’s Prayer” petitions.\

Woe to me {oy} o’-ee… an impassioned expression of grief, and despair.
I am Ruined {damah} daw-mam’… destroyed; completely cut off; I have ceased.

This is a perfect picture of the means of which a true salvation experience of transformation takes place…

First step: Be totally convinced of, and aware of, your sinfulness, and evil nature…and be APPALLED, and SICKENED by it.  You, of all people, must realize the predicament you are in, in relationship to God.  Sinful, lost, and on your way to a Devil’s Burning Lake of Fire.  

Most people think this way… I know I am not perfect, but I’m a pretty good person, for the most part.  The real truth is…you are pathetic, and totally offensive to God, in your natural state.  You have nothing to offer Him.  Listen to what His 100% true Word states…

Isaiah 64

…5How then can we be saved?

6All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf,

and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 7No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and have given us over toa our sins. 8Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be angry beyond measure, Lord; do not remember our sins forever.

Romans 3

10As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;

11there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good,

not even one.”b 13“Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”c “The poison of vipers is on their lips.”d
14“Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”e
15“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16ruin and misery mark their ways, 17and the way of peace they do not know.”f
18“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”g
[Q] Do you remember where we started with this message, and what Jesus said in Mark Chapter 8:35?

but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it
The Greek word for “loses” meant to destroy; annihilate; kill.  [Q] What did Isaiah, who saw Glory of the Lord on His throne, say? …”I am destroyed”.  

Radical transformation has not taken place for most, but only a cheap man-made substitute.  Here is a saying that I came up with as I was pondering preaching this message this week.  I think you should write it in the fly-leaf of your Bible…
“Radical Transformation” cannot take place without “Radical Repentance”

Radical repentance MUST be taught, in depth, and sincerity, from every pulpit, before any person is ever offered the opportunity to make this serious, life-changing vow to God.  They MUST realize that they cannot just stick their toe in the water, and have the least hope of being saved.  It is ALL or NOTHING!!
Cheap grace, and hollow repentance, are a slap in Jesus’ face, after all He has done for us.  It is time that we as pastors, and you as those who share Christ with others, make it abundantly clear that Salvation cannot, and will not take place, without a person being crushed by the weight of their own sin, falling on their face before a Holy, and Almighty God, and realizing that ONLY Jesus can relieve that burden, through Faith in Him, and His perfect sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary, to cover every one of those hideous sins.
If you are one who is here this morning, and you are only playing at this, be careful.  You are not assured of one more breath.  If you die, in your current state, you will split Hell wide open; with no chance of ever making it right.

Please consider laying your life at the foot of Calvary, and walking away, with no hopes of ever coming back to it.  Listen to one last warning from Jesus…

Luke 9

57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”

58Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.”

62Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
